
to pane dollnwind n freslr breezes
Legg had eary n lerest  l rom iour  or

Jive olher people n lhe Soulhporl area
l-le look one of th€ f rst boats lo soulh

Alrs l ra l la  and won the Tr ipois  race ln
Spencer Gl l  by sx and a hal  hours
'  We gol  15 orders o l t  o i  thal  t r ip ,  he
sad Fle rnade an equal ly  sensatonal
appearance a l  the 1973 Paynesv le
(Vic) Easter regarla With Legg rhe
producion ibreglass buider ,  a cass
was q!ck ly  born.  There were 18
slar lers a l  lhe i  rs l  BL24 nal lona
champonship and lhere have been
around 28 30 boals ever  snce

The RL24 was Jolndal ion stone lor
Rob L€99 Ya€hls Ausl  Ply  Ltd
producl ion boalbui id  ng b!s iness The
Leggs laler added the RL28 (also
rra iabe)  and lhe RL34 shal tow dra j l
cru isng yacht  to  lorm a range The
company stL l  has a s leady o l ipu l  o i
24s one aweek lor lhe pasl  nne years
and has bu l l  a  lo ta 417

The n leror  o l l l re  BL24 is  s impry ad
oul  {o.  lour  ad! ls  or  lwo aduts and
lhr€e children A big vee berth {orward
and q laner  ber ths af l  are separated by
a garey un r  10 por l  conta n ng a two-
bLrrner  melhy la led spnts s tove and 1o
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slarboard by a iive cu ft ice box un I
A rigged and cru sing-equlpped BL24

we ghs aroLrnd 730k9 This l lght  we ghl
ior a 7 32m yaclrl besides conlribut ng
to lively performance, makes t a
comlortable lrailfg oad on a s ngle ax e
l ra i ler  The l ra i ler .  desgned by Legg,
Leaves Ihe ast  24m ol  b loyant  boal
0 v e r  h a n g  n g ,  m a k  n g  i o r  e a s y
aunch ng withoul lraving to rLrn whee

The class ru es and reslriclions were
iramed lo encouraqe deve opment: Tlre
hu s s l r ic ty  one design and rnusl  be
produced l rom a moLr ld approved by th€
designer  There is  a 454kq min imum
hu weqht  (exc ld ing k€e rudder
rigging and olher r-"movable gear) The
kee m'rs l  be 100k9 mnimum weghl
blrl its shape s unreslrlcl€d The rudder

Workrng sa is  mled to 20sq m
m a x i m l r m  b u t  t h e  s a  I  p  a n  i s
lnres l r ic led The sprnnaker is  20sq m
m a x  m u m  m e a s u r e d  a  r e a  o l
unresl rc ted shape.  The rnasl  heghl .
measl red r rom the cabn lop s 8 3m
maxlmurn and lhe spinnaker poe enqth
s 2 67m max m'rm Nlmber 01 crevr' s

Statl€ at th. hL natlonals p.rc a nit ol
aggrcsslon.n.!.onlusion, LEFf BELOW:
Mlchael Shannon and his thte.
.laughtets: a k.an lanily ct.w.

Fror i  lhe or igna rg -  para le l
secton, oveFrotatng mast !!ith a soft
sal and 20% oveflap headsa - ihe
sai l  pan has evoved lo b igger  bgger '
r o a c h e d  m a l n s a l  s  a n d  s m a  l e r
headsaiLs.  Yeomans wi lh  [ , l ichael
Coxon broke through wlth avery I ex ble
rig supponlng a big'roach luly-baltened
mainsa and smal self-lacking jib.

The atesl development, also niilaied
by Yeomans, wilh lhe help offins experl
Peier Holmes, lwo years ago was a
dagger board instead ol lhe swing kee
thal has been lrad lional in the cass.

The race lln shes with Dunrp Trucf.
winning lrom Sequoa, lhe Leggs' own
24 being skippered in lhis series by
George Backhouse,  w th Michae
Slevens of Sydney, crewed by his lhree
children, third n Treasure lsland.

Mlke Shannon has had a bad day. He
ed to the I rsl mark, hil it and aler in the
race wrh lhe comp icalion ol a hall knol
of lidal currenl hil it again. He crosses
lenth, and has lo coniend as we L with
lhe heavy disappoinlmenl refecied in
the faces ol his crew. He is a keen RL24
sailor jn lhe class five or six years, on
hiA second boal, always with lhe lhree
girls as his crew. As lhey have t'ecome
older and slronger, hls perlormances

So Yeomans has the series won
without having to start ln the asl race
and lhe group at lhe scoreboard soon
establishes that lhe batte for second
place is  going lo  be betweel
Backhouse,  Warren Wa ters f rorn -
Gladslone and Bruce Cast es.

Backhouse,  a TAA piLol  i rom
Southpo.l, unt recenlly owned h s own
RL24 The crewmen he recruited for llris
series have nol al had experence with
BL24s.  Ths contr lbuted lo  a capsze
lhal cosl lhem a thlrd placing in an
earlier heat. The boat, incdenla y.
rghted with a cockpl empty ol waler
BLrl they lrave mproved stead y Jrom
eighth and llth n lhe lirsl lwo heals lo
consistenl 2-4 4 2 1 Placings.

Wa lers in  Sundance.  is  i rom
Gadstone wi lh  s ix  years o l  FL24
experience behind him He won lhe
Gladstone JOG chanrp onsh p i ive
years n a row and is h gh y respected
ior his abi ly n a slrong breeze and a
seaway (a consderaton mssng l rom
the Eroadwater)

Bruce Castles irom Lake Welllngton
YC (Vic) is the hand capper for th-"

(Cont)hued an Page 67)
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