
staniord (NSW) who salls Harem
scarem wilh an allgir crew - wfe
B h o n d a ,  d a u g h t e r s  N i c o l a  ( 1 4 ) ,
Prudence (10) and Fle!r (5) has tilrs
Light-weaiher dslraclion: 'You wil be
concenirat nd llke mad and frorrl beow
will come Fleur's voice: 'lvlum, where
are the biscuits? She is ignored bul
becomes more nsistenl, 'lVl.JM . . .
I !1UM.

The only queslions race seven, nexl
day, has to answer are whelher
Yeomslt can win seven slraighl heals
and who wiL be second and th rd

The 4-6 knot lroieaster veers east n
lhe lasiite minLrtes beiorelhe starl and
a I the ; Jnt runners are buied. Ohau
Fua, willj lhe he icopler blade drop keel.
eads early from Radica Lady, a very
rwilched-up boat sa ed by Jack Llcas
itom Eden wilh Dump Truck lhird. on
lhe second windward beat, Durnp
Tflrck s speed takes il io the lead.

D!mp Truck linds a hole on ih€ thlrd
beat. George Backhouse works a streak
oi w nd from lhe norlh lo overhaul the
leading bunch then take Sequolaaround
lhenr to comiortaby win the heal lrom
Badical Lady wlih DlmP Truck thkd
George survives a protesl irom Jack
| !.as lb take second overa wilh
Warren Wa lers lhird.

I take up Ybomans'otfer lo sai lDump
Truck home and marvel at the way he
has iis rig se1 !p. You can rnake lhe
wingllke ma n be any shape you wanl I
\o be by pul lng lhe appfopriale strrnqs.
The boat s beautiiLrLly balanced on lhe

Yeomans ie s 'me lhis is hs lourth
F124. He gol onto lhe i lexble, f !  y-
batlened linefive years ago when he pul
a Hobie 16 rg lnlo hls RL. ' l l  was a |  |
cold aiiord al the tme; I gol it at the
righl pr ce '

He is a banker and crewmen Ma
Morris and Davd Stone work for the
sarne bank. Yeomans lalghl lhem
sairing; lhey enjoy ii and pulting the
boats together. lvlchael Coxon, a
''heavy" lrom North Sails, helped
Yeomans deveop the rig and joined hls
crew. Ooxon linds sa ling in lhe trailabe
scene a litlle more relaxed lhan skilJs
a n d  o n e - d e s i g n  k e e l b o a l s  b u l
enthusiasm at an eqLraLy high eve.
Aller avery race ai Southport he was
surrounded by a clump oi compeilors,
young and old, wanting to talk over lhe
boat-9peed and lacucal lessons of lhe
day. L

1, Dump Truck (P. Yeomans. NSW),
i-1-1-1-1-1-3, 0i 2, Sequo a (G. Backhouse,
Old), 8-5-2-4-42-1, 32i 3, Sundaoce (W.
Wahers, Qld), 2-2-3-3-9-8-J 0, 47.4; 4, Fadical
Lady (J. Llcas, NSW), 4-61 2-2-164-2. 49.7 ,

6 8

5. Pegasus (8. caslles. Vic), 3'3-4-6 8-6-6
54.5:  6,  Lowana (M. Shanion,  Vic) ,
14-11-1-5-2-10-8,73.1 Sal f f  (J  Berry,  Ord) ,
7-8-9- l l -3-16-4,73 7;8,  Oha!  Fua(J.  walsh,
Vic) 1 1 -7-1 4-9 7 5'5, 78.8i 9, Mari yn M (A.
whte old), 5'4-&8-1 3r 4-1 1 . 79 7i i0
sprce (K Rainey vic), 6-10-5,7 12-9-12,
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The Yeomans rlg

The mansa was a large 14.3 sq m
afea with a sho( loose fool, high roach
wilh only live lu ength battens to keep
the sail lighl The drait ol the sail was
siluated 45% to 50vd ait, culllal ln the
boltom deveopng deplh lowards the
head oi the sa to supporl the large
roach. Th s power cou d be conlrolled
lhrough masl bend via an ellicient boom
vang. The depth ln lhe lower third ol lhe
main could be controlled bY tool
tension. l\,4ast bend, lhrolgh alterlng
boom vang, sheet tension, loot tenson
and cunn ngham eye, gave the sal a
iremendous wnd range The large
mainsai  wi lh  sma I  j ib  lmProved

The jib measured 5.7 sq m with sho(
looi so there was no mansal overlap.
The desgn was for a llal sail with iine
lufl entiy ior high point ng, which suits
the narrow-beam hul  wi th lh  ck
centreboard ol 12% cord deplh. A
clewboard was lilted lo the jib whch
sheeted 10 a track running across the
boal on boih sides ralher lhan fore and
aft (not a self tacker). This was a great
aid lo tln ng as it gave the sail a lu
sheet ng range ror boih fore and aft arid
inboard and oLrlboard

Slreet Car won lhe 1980-81 nauona
RL24 champonshlp.  Sl fce then,  there
have been ony srnall deveoprnenls in
the work lng sa s however lhe
s p i n n a k e r  d e s i g n  h a s  c h a n g e d
considerab y both in shape and prol e.
Stieel Car carried a ow-ratlo lLrLlcut
sp nnaker,  which I  ie l l  was too
overpowerng lor a rrailable yacht in
reach ng conditions. The sPnnakers
have developed consderaby to a flal-
cut high-rato sail that has large
presenled area yet is slill easy to control
with lhe use oi barber ha! ers

As we I as class racing lhe BLs are
ollen sailed compeliiively in open
trailabe yachl evenls. This has led lo
the deveopmenl oi a larger llght Myar
genoa and a 24 sq m %oz spionaker,
whch are designed lo be carried with
rhe skiif mainsail. These sa ls, oversized
lor class sailing, lmprove lhe boal n
lght  a i r

To Peler Yeomans and mysell lhe big
tesl oI lhe fig we had deveoped was
when wetra led h is  lh i rd RL Calbre{No.
303) lo Victoria for the Maray Ponl

lu",nisnr ,""". with more rhan 600
enirles, this race is consldered the
preslige evenl ot tralable yachiing. The
third mernber of our crew was Peter
Holmes wel lknown dinghy sai lor and
manager ol Holmbros, b! lders ol
centreboards and rudders for most
classes. The race was sa ed in a vanety
o{ conditions and lfeel olr resu I oi first
on handicap and lhird over lhe llne
against boals previols y regarded faster
was a credit lo RL cass development.

Homes was a majof conlr butor to
Peier Yeomans' lalest BL deveLoprnenl:
an eliicient, low centre-oletfo diop
keel,  repacing lhe FL s previous swing
keel, which had much greater drag and
made luning ditlicut as the boards
centre of resistance wo! d move bae -
and forlh as it was raised and lowere(

Peleis fou h RL DumP Truck, wlnnei
o l  t h e  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  n a r i o n a l s  i s  a
combination ol all his successlul ideas
oi the asi lour years. ll was pleasing lo
note lhal lhe majorlly of lhe ileet carr ed
skill lype rgs, ncllding the llrst lour
boats. I\,,lany of lhese salors were the
' 'convenl onal r igged sa lors who
laughed al  Petels l i rst  Hobe 16 iul ly-
battened rg on Lorna Dee lour Yearc
ago. Many older boats have now been
s u c c e s s t u l l Y  c o n v e r l e d  t r o  m
conventiona rigging and sals to skifl
rgs, using lhe slandard RL sectlon masl
enabllng them to reman cornpelllive
wlhin a reasonable budgel and drop

Laser lurks

the bock on lhe traveller). Increasing
the vang tenson will give you mor€
eech response wnen you pump Io.--
catch waves. only when lhere is loo
mlch power io handle sholLd You
consider easing the vang frcm ihls

Easng lhe vang alows: the upper
leech to lay oJl so you have less hee ing
momenli keeps lhe boom out ol lhe
water on a reach when you can onlylust
keep ihe boat !rprighl; reduces pressure
in the rig which minlmlses lhe chance ot
breaking a spat in a capslze; makes
gyb ng eas er.

To mantain a Ine enlry for saLing
lpwind the vang musl be on al basl
bock-to-block (mainsheel) all lhe time.
In a breeze under two knois sighlLy
more than block-lo-block should 0e
used lo llaiten the sa L so lhal ihe low-
speed airtlow wl remain atrached more
easiy

Ln 3-8 knols, when you are slling on
the slde deck and beginning to hike, lhe
vang can be eased 1o give more power
if yo! need I to get through a chop.
vang lension llattens the sail, reduclng
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